Ot. Mary Magdalene Orthodox Church

April 14th, 2024
FOURTH SUNDAY OF GREAT LENT
ST. JOHN CLIMACUS (AUTHOR OF THE LADDER)

Activities and Events this Week

* Tuesday April 16 Small Compline/ Life of St. Mary of Egypt 6:00pm

* Wednesday April 17 Choir Rehearsal 4:30pm
Presanctified Liturgy 6:00pm
Lenten Fellowship Meal to follow

* Friday April 19 St. Mary’s Lenten Retreat (See Schedule)

* Saturday April 20 St. Mary’s Lenten Retreat (See Schedule)
Great Vespers 5:00pm

Announcements

In connection to the Lenten Retreat - I am asking that the St. John's Brotherhood take
the lead role in cleaning up after each meal. We can even organize ourselves if so
desired to divide up the duties.

During the Lenten Season - please avail yourself to Holy Confession - very important
and self-evident in the season of repentance.

Please consider donating to the St. Eugene church camp to help defray the cost for
individuals like me and other counselors who are not charged by the camp but still
needs to pay for our room and board for the counselors. This is one great thing we do
each year for our youth in California. Our community has a modest scholarship fund
for students that you may also wish to donate to. Please use the envelopes provided.

I plan to take a small group this year to Holy Trinity Cathedral in San Francisco to
attend the Vigil for Pentecost. It is quite the event! His Beatitude Metropolitan TIKHON
is scheduled to be in attendance. Let me know if you are interested. We will be getting
back late on Saturday night with Pentecost liturgy the next morning. It is a historic
Cathedral and they have a very nice bookstore!

St. Mary Magdalene Orthodox Church e 1635 Shaffer Road eAtwater ¢209-812-6232
https://orthodoxmerced.org



Excerpt from Letter to Diagnetus Chapter 5 The Manners of the Christians
2nd century - author unknown

For the Christians are distinguished from other men neither by country, nor
language, nor the customs which they observe. For they neither inhabit cities of their
own, nor employ a peculiar form of speech, nor lead a life which is marked our by any
singularity. The course of conduct which they follow has not been devised by any
speculation or deliberation of inquisitive men; nor do they, like some, proclaim
themselves the advocates of merely human doctrines. But, inhabiting Greek as well as
barbarian cities, according to the lot of each of them has determined, and following the
customs of the natives in respect to clothing, food, and the rest of their ordinary
conduct, they display to us their wonderful and confessedly striking method of life.

They dwell in their own countries, but simply as sojourners. As citizens, they
share in all things with others, and yet endure all things as foreigners. Every foreign
land is to them as their native country, and every land of their birth as a land of
strangers. They marry, as do all others; they beget children; but they do not destroy
their offspring. They have a common table, but not a common bed. They are in the flesh,
but they do not live after the flesh (2 Corinthians 10:3). They pass their days on earth,
but they are citizens of Heaven (Philippians 3:20).

They obey the prescribed laws, and at the same time surpass the laws by their
lives. They love all men, and are persecuted by all. They are unknown and condemned;
they are put to death, and restored to life (2 Corinthians 6:9). They are poor, yet make
many rich; (2 Corinthians 6:10) they are in lack of all things, and yet abound in all; they
are dishonored, and yet in their very dishonor are glorified. They are evil spoken of,
and yet are justified; they are reviled, and bless; 2 Corinthians 4:12, they are insulted,
and repay the insult with honour, they do good, and yet are punished as evil-doers.

When punished, they rejoice as if quickened into life; they are assailed by the
Jews as foreigners, and are persecuted by the Greeks; yet those who hate them are
unable to assign any reason for their hatred.

To sum up in one word - what the soul is in the body, Christians are in the
world. The soul dwells in the body, yet is not of the body; and Christians dwell in the
world, yet are not of the world.

So who is a faithful and wise (monk) Christian? He who has kept his fervour
unabated, and to the end of his life has not ceased daily to add fire to fire, fervour to
fervour, zeal to zeal, love to love. This is the first step. Let him who has mounted it not
turn back. Step one of the Ladder of Divine Ascent - On Renunciation of the world.
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